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On occasion of the visit of Helen Clark, Head of the UN Development Group and administrator of 
UNDP to Laos, UN Women Asia and the Pacific Regional Director, Roberta Clarke, hosted a 
luncheon with some of the most prominent women leaders in the country to discuss trends, 
opportunities, and challenges for women in decision-making positions. High-level officials from 
the National Assembly and key ministries as well as civil society and commercial groups 
participated in the event.  
 
Scaling Up Nutrition Civil Society Alliance (SUN CSA) secretariat manager, Banthida Komphasouk, 
attended the lunch.  The lunch was held to support the global campaign UNiTE to End Violence 
against Women and Children.  Banthida used the opportunity to raise important issues for the 
SUN CSA members.  These included the importance of all sectors (government, development 
partners, civil society and private sector) to work together to raise awareness on the issue, 
empower women and promote gender inclusion in our work, workplace and everyday life to 
create change from our commitment at the global and national level down to the sub-national 
and household levels.  She also raised the importance of better coordination from national to 
sub-national levels for the roll out of the priority nutrition activities. 
 

 
From the left: Ms. Banthida Komphasouk (SUN CSA secretariat manager), Douangsamone Dalavong (Lao Women’s 
Union acting director general of cabinet), Chanhpheng Sivila (in front, Lao Disable Women’s Development Centre 
president), Thipphakone Chanthavongsa (Ministry of Finance vice minister), Kaarina Immonen (UNDP Laos 
representative), Valy Vetsaphong (Lao National Chamber of Commerce deputy president), Inlavanh Keobounphanh 
(Lao Women’s Union president), Pany Yathotou (President National Assembly), Helen Clark (Head of the UN 
Development Group), Souphachanh Khansyla (ANZ bank head of commercial banking), Monemany Nhoybouakong 
(Ministry of Natural Resource and Environment vice minister) and Roberta Clarke (UN Women regional director).  

https://www.facebook.com/helen.clark.supporters/
https://www.facebook.com/unwomenasia/

